
 

 

NEW STANTON BOROUGH 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING  
January 13, 2016 

I. Call to order 

Denise Smyda called to order the regular meeting of the Planning 
Commission at 7:00 pm on January 13, 2016 in New Stanton. 

II. Roll Call 

 Recording Secretary Anita Hoffman conducted a roll call. The following 
 persons were present: Denise Smyda, Jim Evans, Ray Strosko and Barb 
 Bishop, Jay Gomolak, Tim Seale, Calvin Kauffman and Borough Manager, 
 Jeff McLaughlin. Also present Borough Engineer, Emil Bove. 

III. Election of Officers 

Jim nominated Denise for Chairman seconded by Tim 
The nomination passed unanimously with Denise abstaining 
 
Denise nominated Jay for Vice Chairman seconded by Calvin 
The nomination passed unanimously with Jay abstaining 
 
Tim nominated Jim for Secretary seconded by Barb 
The nomination passed unanimously with Jim abstaining. 

IV. Approval of minutes from last meeting – September 09, 2015 

Jim made a motion seconded by Jay to approve the minutes from the 
last meeting. The minutes were approved unanimously with Ray 
abstaining. 

V. Audience comments on General or Agenda items 

 None  

VI. Old Business - Borough Manager, Jeff McLaughlin spoke to Council about the 
meeting on January 12, 2016 at the Fire Hall about the Comprehensive Plan 
that Mackin Engineering along with the County Planning Department is doing.  
There were different stations set up – Penn DOT, County Officials, Mackin 
Engineering and Borough Council. Due to the weather not many people came 
out so they agreed to have another meeting at no charge and were thinking 
about during the fish fry. Postcards will be sent out once again to the 
residents and businesses.  

New business  
  
 a. Borough Manager, Jeff McLaughlin addressed Planning about an 
application submitted by Mr. Ron Zeigler from Extenet Systems Inc.to the 



 

 

borough asking approval to put up unmanned telecommunication facility 
throughout the Borough. They consist of a small antenna and cables mounted 
to wood poles. Right now there is no allowance for these in those areas, so 
they asked Ron to come explain what it is and possibly adopt an ordinance.  
A sample Ordinance was given to planning from another municipality for the 
committee to consider because there is nothing in our ordinances addressing 
this.  
 Mr. Ziegler presented a slide show to Planning and explained what his 
company does. They are licensed as a public utility company and deal with 
fiber optic lines they operate in 39 different states. There is a 2x3 foot box 
mounted to the pole and transmits via fiber optic lines with an antenna on 
top of the pole and it goes from utility pole to utility pole. They want to start 
with four (4) poles and hoping to grow those locations are 110 West 
Pennsylvania Ave – 110 North Main St. – 103 Bair Blvd. and 112 West Byers 
Ave.  They would be in the public right-of-way and attached to utility poles, 
and the companies such as Verizon would have to subscribe to the service. 
The total height including the pole and antenna is approx. 41.5’ then the 
fiber would be run on West Penn power poles. If all 4 phone carries want to 
opt in another utility box would be installed, each box can house 2 
companies. Currently they are in 9 other municipalities and rarely does 
anyone call to complain other than the pole placement. Engineer, Emil said 
two of the four locations are currently under development with Penn DOT 
with the “new interchange” and those roadways will become Penn DOT 
maintained roads. After some discussion planning felt because Extenat was a 
licensed public utility company like West Penn Power, M.A.W.C. and others 
there wasn’t a need to draft an ordinance.  
 Jim Evans made a motion seconded by Tim Seale to recommend to 
Council that a presentation be made by Extenet and that Planning 
understands they are a public utilities company therefore we do not 
ordinance their actions.  
The motion was unanimous  

VII. Adjournment -  Calvin made a motion seconded by Jay to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:15 pm  


